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Teaching

The module is based on the book An Introduction to Statistical Computing, which was specially
written for this module. We will cover sections 3.1-3.3, 1.1-1.4, 2.3, 4.1, 4.2 and 5.2 of this book.
The book is available online via the university library.

There will be pre-recorded lecture videos to cover each section of the book. These videos are
available on Minerva, via the ‘Lecture Videos’ link.

Interactive sessions are timetabled every Monday and every other Thursday. Use the ‘Virtual
Classroom’ link in Minerva to join these sessions.

Software

In the module we will use the statistical computing package R. This program is free software,
and I would recommend that you install R on your own laptop. There are different versions of R
available:

• R itself, together with a lot of additional information, can be found on the R project home-
page at http://www.r-project.org/ .

• A more polished version is RStudio, which can be found at https://www.rstudio.com/ .
(Choose the open source version, “RStudio Desktop”, on the download page.)

Alternatively you can use RStudio or plain R on the university computers.

By week 7, when our practical takes place, you will need working knowledge of R. The MATH5838M
homepage (see the link above) contains pointers to some useful resources about learning R.
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