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Introduction

The editor Tinn-R is a free open-source text editor, useful when you are editing or
managing many lines of R codes or routines. The following statement is taken from
the homepage of Tinn-R [1] that summarises its functions (not all lines are quoted):

Tinn stands for the recursive acronym ’Tinn is not Notepad’. It is initially written as
a small ASCII file editor primarily intended as a better replacement for the default
Notepad.exe program distributed with Windows. With versions, it grew to a fairly
complete, yet simple and compact code editor.

Tinn is written in Delphi 5 and it runs only under Windows (9X/Me/2000/XP). It
is free and distributed under GPL 2.

The specific version (Tinn-R) contains enhancements to allow syntax highlighting of
S language (in *.R, *.r, *.Q or *.q files), that is, the language used by the open source
statistical software R (http://www.r-project.org).

Tinn-R is a small, free and simple, yet efficient, replacement for the basic code editor
provided by Rgui. Latest Tinn-R version and source is available on SourceForge. Note
that, starting from version 1.18.x.x, Tinn-R is not compatible anymore with Rgui in
MDI mode (only SDI), nor with S-PLUS! Latest compatible version is 1.17.2.4, which
is still distributed here.

An important point in the statements is that Tinn-R runs only under Windows
(9X/Me/2000/XP). In other versions of Windows (Vista/7), Tinn-R may still run.
The latest version of Tinn-R does not run smoothly as the increasingly-complex struc-
ture in the software are not compatible with Windows Vista’s style of managing ad-
ministrator privileges. In this documentation we are focusing on the older version of
Tinn-R that still runs stably on all versions of Windows.
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Downloading and installing Tinn-R

Follow these simple steps to download and install Tinn-R.

1. Go to the Tinn-R webpage, http://www.sciviews.org/Tinn-R/

2. Scroll down to find older versions of Tinn-R. In this document, we are using the
version 1.17.2.4 (5.2 Mb), that is compatible with Rgui in SDI or MDI mode,
with SciViews R Console and with S-PLUS.

3. Click on the link, and if a window pops-up, select the option to safe the file,
preferably to the desktop. If it does not safe automatically to the desktop, that
is fine as long as you know where the file is stored.

4. Find the file. In this document, this is Tinn-R 1.17.2.4 setup.exe with the
extention .exe usually omitted from the screen by Windows.

5. Double-click the file. If the Windows ask your permission to install the file,
choose to allow the operation.

6. Install and accept all the default settings.

7. Should you require to uninstall it, go to ”Start”, and select ”All program”, and
folder/menu ”Tinn-R”, and select ”Uninstall Tinn-R”
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Operating Tinn-R

Assuming that you install Tinn-R using its default setting, you may open Tinn-R
from the start menu, or quick launch bar. If you have an R script file ending with
.R, double-clicking it will also open Tinn-R, since the file extension .R is associated
with Tinn-R by default. The following screenshot is what the Tinn-R look like, after
I opened it and wrote some simple R commands in it.

Once you open Tinn-R, you may start writing R script (or editing what you have
in the file opened by Tinn-R). To run the code, you can open R (gui) from the
”Start” menu folder, double-clicking the R icon, or open a previously saved RData.
Your Tinn-R will be able to recognise that an R session has been opened. It does not
matter which one you open first, either Tinn-R or R (session), Tinn-R should be able
to detect it.

Some tools or features available in Tinn-T that might be of your interest are:

1. You can highlight a section or ”block” of your R scripts, and send them into R.
You can even send the whole scripts written in your ’project’ to R. Tinn-R can
send the R commands in two ways, as a source’d code, or line-by-line. I guess
the former could be an advantage if we want to focus on other commands, by
keeping the R console ’clean’.

2. Open several files of R scripts, and browse through them between tabs.

3. Editing and formatting tools, including commenting/uncommenting a block of
scripts.

4. Delimiter checks. This can be very useful when you are running a lot of codes
involving many nested loops.

5. Find/Search and replace tools that can search across files.
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6. Controlling R from Tinn-R (limited task), including list variables or objects,
clearing console, even stopping the current process.

7. Allowing us to search help on the web.

8. Last, but not least, it’s free.
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