
SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS
Research Committee of the School of Mathematics

Terms of Reference

1. To represent the School on the MAPS Faculty Research Committee, and to bring
research issues regarding the School to this forum where relevant.

2. To advise the Management Committee and the Strategy Board on research develop-
ment issues around the School, and in particular to inform these bodies about issues
raised at the MAPS Faculty Research Committee.

3. To foster the research environment of the School and to encourage, where necessary,
increased rates of research grant applications across all research groups.

4. To identify, and where possible create, new opportunities for research funding and to
stimulate responses to those opportunities and to optimally exploit ad-hoc funding
opportunities that might arise both within the institution as well as externally.

5. To plan and coordinate future research programmes and activities of the Research
Visitors Centre.

6. To further assist in enhancing our international research profile.

7. To advise the Management Group of the School and the MAPS Faculty of emerging
opportunities for recruitment of high quality research staff.

8. To encourage and facilitate effective research collaborations, both within the School
as well as across the institution, and to identify novel front-rank research activities
with relevance to research interests of the School.

Membership

The committee is chaired by the Director of Research. It will comprise, apart from the
Chair, two members of each of the constituent Departments of the School, as well as one
member of the Financial Mathematics Group.
Proposed members:
Director of Research: F.W. Nijhoff (Chair);
Pure Mathematics: H.G. Dales, M. Rathjen;
Applied Mathematics: S.A.E.G. Falle, D.W. Hughes;
Statistics: W.R. Gilks, J.T. Kent;
Financial Mathematics: K. Schenk-Hoppé.
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Specific responsibilities

a) To monitor, coordinate and promote the School’s visitor’s programme, which entails:

• the setting up and maintenance of a web page which advertises the data and
activities of the long and short term visitors to the School;

• to identify funding opportunities for visitors and oversee the funding streams of
the vistor’s programme, and providing assistance to staff in applying for funding;

• to identify and initiate thematic programmes, and to work with staff in the School
to encourage the creation of a coherent framework for embedding visitors to the
School.

b) To monitor grant applications from the School, and to create an environment of information-
sharing in order to optimise the research funding opportunities for individual staff
members. To help and advise new staff members on the internal grant application
system, in particular the COSTA system and RSU, and the ethical research issues
committee.
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